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Introduction

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
was established in 1985 with a broad objective of promoting the
welfare of the people of South Asia through regional cooperation.
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
are the founder members of the organization from its establishment.
The number of member States reaches to eight when Afghanistan
became a member of SAARC in 2007.

The SAARC Group on Statistics (SAARCSTAT) was formed in
2004 to commence cooperation in the field of statistics among the
member states. So far, seven meetings of heads of SAARC Statistical
Organization have been held in different countries. The last meeting
was held in Sri-Lanka in 2015. These meetings have been very fruitful
in sharing experiences and promoting statistical system in South
Asia region. Various decisions and initiatives have been taken in the
subsequent meetings to develop common concepts, classifications
and standards for the production of comparable statistics and
indicators of the region. As per the decision of the fourth meeting
of the heads of SAARC statistical organizations, a leaflet "SAARC
in Figures" has been initiated to publish by the Central Bureau of
Statistics, Nepal.

The present issue "SAARC in Figures 2016", a concise leaflet
attempts to present statistical facts and figures on various social and
economic situations of the member countries under nineteen broad
headings. Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), Nepal is pleased to bring
out this third issue of the "SAARC in Figures" and believes that the
leaflet would be helpful to briefly introduce the region. Besides, the
leaflet would be useful to envisage the regional development agenda
post-2015 for this region.

CBS would like to thank all the NSOs of the member states and
other concerned agencies for supplying information for this issue.
Comments and constructive suggestions that would be useful to
improve future issues are heartily welcome.

central Bureau of Statistics
Kathmandu, Nepal
August 2016
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SAARC Summits

First SAARC Summit, Dhaka, 1985

Second SAARC Summit, Bangalore, 1986
Third SAARC Summit, Kathmandu, 1987
Fourth Summit, Islambad, 1988

Fifth SAARC Summit, Male’, 1990

Sixth SAARC Summit, Colombo, 1991
Seventh SAARC Summit. Dhaka, 1993

Eighth SAARC Summit, New Delhi 1995
Nineth SAARC Summit, Male’, 1997

Tenth SAARC Summit, Colombo, 1998
Eleventh SAARC Summit, Kathmandu, 2002
Twelfth SAARC Summit, Islamabad, 2004
Thirteenth SAARC Summit, Dhaka, 2005
Fourteenth SAARC Summit, New Delhi, 2007
Fifteenth SAARC Summit, Colombo, 2008
Sixteenth SAARC Summit, Thimphu, 2010
Seventeenth SAARC Summit, Addu City, 2011
Eighteenth SAARC Summit, Kathmandu, 2014
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SAARCSTAT Meetings

The SAARC Group on Statistics (SAARCSTAT) was formed in 2004
to commence cooperation in the field of statistics among the
member states. Seven meetings of the heads of SAARC Statistical
Organizations have so far been held are as follows:

First SAARCSTAT Meeting, India (26-27 May, 2005)

Second SAARCSTAT Meeting, Bangladesh (17-18 April, 2008)
Third SAARCSTAT Meeting, Bhutan (18-19 November, 2010)
Fourth SAARCSTAT Meeting, Pakistan (24-25 October, 2011)
Fifth SAARCSTAT Meeting, Maldives (4-5 November, 2012)
Sixth SAARCSTAT Meeting, Nepal (12-13 June, 2014)
Seventh SAARCSTAT Meeting, Sri-Lanka (23-24 July, 2015)
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